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PAUL'S CONCEPTION OF CHRIST 
INTRODUCTION 
Section A. The Background of Paul's Thinking. 


As the central point in the history of man and 
therefore in his struggle for knowledge of God stands 
the life of Jesus of Nazareth. To those who have known 
him he has been the embodiment of mankind's noblest 
ideals of conduct. He has given man his purest aspira- 
tions and fired him with the driving passion for closer 
fellowship with the Unseen and for righteous conduct 
among nee fellows. How Jesus came to be what he was, 
how a mere man could rise to the heights he rose to, 
have filled his fellows with wonder and bewilderment. 
Men have sought to explain the mystery of the life of 
Jesus in innumerable ways. They have written volumes 
of speculative ideas, they have debated it until they 
lost the spirit of him in whom they were most interested. 
They have lost sight of the realities which that life 
disclosed, They have caught a piece or pieces of the 
truths of his life and have attempted to insist that 
their expression of those partial truths includeed the 
essence of the euHs for which the life of Jesus stands. 
Still the life of Jesus stands as the beacon light in 
history--a cause for adoration and wonder, a challenge 


and inspiration to noble living. 
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First in point of time and foremost in insight into 
the meaning of the life of Jesus to the world have been 
the interpretations of Paul. It is true that the disci- 
ples, who had walked the Galilean countryside and trod 
the streets of the cities of Palestine with Jesus, had 
attempted, before Paul, to find some meaning in the life 
of their Master and in his death, but the results of 
their efforts were limited to the Jews in Palestine and 
to the Jewish point of view. Had there been no Paul 
to interpret Jesus to the great Graeco-Roman world, 
Christianity would probably have remained a Jewish sect, 
and never would have become a world religion. Says 
Deissman, Paul "made the religion of Christ world-wide 
by going beyond the messianic......Jewish and national 
appreciation of the Person of cee Pt te Paul is the 
bridge which shows the connection between our faith as 
it is and the faith of the apostles which we find por- 
trayed in Acts. Says Dr. Benjamin W. Bacon, "In the 
Petrine preaching Jesus is the prophet like unto Moses, 
‘raised up! according to promise ‘from among his brethern'. 
He is the Son of David, sent once in humble guise to turn 
Israel to repentance, Put to death as foretold by the 
prophets, God has revealed him as the Christ that is to 
come by the resurrection. Soon he will return to es- 
tablish the kingdom of his father David in more than 


1 
Deissmann, Adolf, St. Paul, pp. 229-230. 
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earthly glory." "That is messianic Judaism, a national, 
not yet a universal, religion, however reformed and puri- 
fied by the influence of Jesus, "+ It is not Christianity 
as we know it. The link connecting this primitive 
Judaistic Christianity with the Christianity of the 
Graeco-Roman world at the close of the first century is 
to be found in the life and the works of the Apostle 
Paul. The nature of the link which Paul forged, the 
nature of his conception of Christ, of his interpretation 
of the life of Jesus, is a theme worthy of volumes of 
writing and years of study. In this paper we can 

hope to is no such piece of work. Our study has of 
necessity been limited in time, in materials, and in 
insight which with the ripening years of later life 

may increase, encouraging further study. We can do 
little more here than to lay the foundations for such 
later study, trying to discuss briefly what seem to be 
the essential lines of approach to the topic, Paul's 
Conception of Christ. 

In order to understand a man one must listen to him 
speak, or read his thoughts in a language common to both. 
In the case of one who lived long ago and whose life was 
surrounded by influences different from ours, and whose 
thought forms were different, some familiarity with those 
influences and thought forms is essential to an under- 
standing of his writings. Seo it is with Paul. In 
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The Story of St. Paul 
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order to understand Paul's conception of Christ we must 
be at least somewhat familiar with the phraseology which 
he uses. We can do no more than briefly catalogue some 
of these influences in this paper. 

The Greek religious world, and particularly that 
part of it with which Paul was most familiar, was im- 
mersed in the atmosphere of the Mystery religions. The 
old national Pantheons of Greece and xome had crumbled, 
and a new type of religion whose interest was in the 
individual common man had grown up. The Eleusinian, 
Orphic, Bacchic sects which were Greek and Oriental in 
origin had symbolic rites and ceremonies. Mithraisn, 
the most popular of the Mysteries, was of Persian-Babylonian 
origin. It had a doctrine of divinity incarnate by a vir- 
gin in the sacred crypt, a hero-demigod, victorious over . 
death and the underworld, and able to deliver the follower. 
It had its sacraments, baptism in blood and a mystic meal. 
All the mysteries had in common the theme of the Indian 
doctrine of Avatar, which Barth, in his Religions of 
india, describes as the presence, at once mystical and 
real, of the supreme being in a human individual who 
is at once and at the same time true God and true man; 
and this intimate union of the two natures is represented 
as continuing after the death of the individual in whon 


af 


it took place. It was among people thoroughly familiar 


i 
Bacon, Ihe Story of St. Paul, p. 306. 


$e0m su fetuses to nottqeonos e' Lust bassatebau ot tobme 


tsilimst daniwesoae tesel ts ed 
we a 
asat¢ gtem of ob mea SF ,ssayu. ed 


doidw yaclosesudg old dsiw 


emes ougolsiso yitetic 


ajogeg atdd ot ssonsuLini eaodd To 


tedd ylustivoiizeg pos bitow suctgiic:t Aaestd sdTi« 5 


~ rk gew wstLinet faom aaw inet dotnw diitw sk te ¢ 


‘eat ,enotsiicot yrateull sad to sigcigeomwts edt ok beetom 


~beldawio bad mon DNS gose td to asnoedtost Lanoiien bLe 


eit ni esw dactetat eaodw aofaliet to eqys won s bag 


,aeintesels ail oN “wots bsaA oem sfOmmed Iaubivibok 


ai EadnoisO bms Ao9td otew dotudw atosa ofdoosd ,ofigs 


maisissim .eeinomero9 bas aotit ofLodmya bs nigizo 


nolyded-msieret to asw ,eatsetagt ens to isiuqog gaom sat 


i mite 8 ial stenteort utintvib to snitdéecb se bed JI migito 


—_— 


"  . tevo suoksetoiv boginsh-cted s quo betose oft af akg 


 egwolLot esis reviishS ag aids bas bitowiesau sit bas ditseb 


-{gem ofteyu s ons booid ni meaitgsd ,sinemetosa att smi 
weibal ond to omerit oft nomsco at bei astisteyo ond | 


Yo enoigiief aid st Wasi dofdw,tadeva to snixsoob 


bus fesiseym sono te ,oouscenq edd es aoditoash , stbal 
ow feubivibrt nsuvd ea ab guited emsiqua oft to ,4é 
-gawt euxt Bas boo svid oats ome odd Je bas Sone $s af. 


a 


bodtisagtyst at aciiden ows et To nofan otamitnmk atid bas 


nOtie nk (eubtvibni oft lo steeb ont t9otts goiuniinood as 
tsi limat Cisiauetodt slyooy yroms sew UE £ sosiq aoos F 


ie aie 


' 4 
a6 JG + ‘ Lust de te Se Loss ony shoes = 
ae eity 


= ce 


6 Ps 


with the terminology and conceptions of the mystery 
religions that Paul moved. It is but natural that 
he should have usea the concepts and language familiar 
to his hearers. Says Professor Bacon: “It was not 
possible to preach the Gospel on such a soil, and not 
employ this phraseology and these ideas. If it had 
been possible, it would have been a foolish neglect of 
germs of truth which God in his own way had sown in 
millions of hearts that were groping after him in heathen 
darkness, longing for deliverance from the dominion of 
sin and death. «+ Such expressions as ‘the mystery of 
Christ’, Christ as the composite', 'new man', such con- 
ceptions as union through baptism with the death of 
Christ, "putting on the new man', are appreciated pro- 
perly only as we are familiar with the connotations 
these expressions and conceptions have when used with 
the Mystery religions. "The parallels which exist between 
Paul and the Mystery terminology enable his hearers to 
grasp the meaning of the new faith, which is rooted in 
Judaism, but @nivacdnas fallen into new linguistic molds 
through contact with contemporary religions, with whim 
they are eeqfatatcns*” 

Mr. Troupe says in his Foreword that Paul “is no 
more indebted to the Mystery Religions for the support 
which he lent to Christianity than any man is indebted 
T 
E Beacon; Ops cits; ps 510: 


Troupe, J. F. St. Paul and the Mystery Reli ions, p.75. 
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to any other man because he uses the language which they 
both have in common. "7 

Another aspect of the Greek thought world in the 
time of Paul was the tendency toward Monotheism which 
the philosophers and all thinking people had. This 
tendency is, however, always associated with some in- 
termediary agency. To the Jews this mediary was in 
the form of angels. To the Greeks it was the Logos 
doctrine. This doctrine was in the process of develop- 
ment and change but in general it was regarded as a great 
active force in the universe, by some as creative, similar 
to reason. By Philo it is much more than the "principle 
of reason informing the infinite variety of things and so 
creating the world order"; it is also a divine dynamic, 
the energy and self revelation of God in the world 
since time began. The Logos is also the means of re- 
demption; those who realize its activity being emanci- 
pated from the tyranny of circumstance into the freedom 
of the eternal. While in Ephesus Paul was in the very 
center of this philosophical speculation and we find in 
his writings hints which show that he was familiar with 
this doctrine and was in sympathy with it. The “mind 
of Christ" is identified with the mind of God operative 
in creation. In 1 Corinthians x.4 Paul declares 
a 

areoupe, Op. C1t., p. 5. 

: Bacon, Op. cit., p. 416. 
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that the rock of which Israel drank in the desert was 

Chriet. The Logos is implied when Christ is spoken of 

as becoming poor for our sakes though he was rich 

(2 Cor. viii.9), and as the agent of creation (i Cer. Vili, 6 
It is altogether probable that Paul had this conception in 
the background of his thinking. 

‘bee other factor we must mention, and that is the 
prevalence of apocalyptic ideas and ideals. These are 
the Jewish substitute for cosmological philosophy. The 
general note in the apocalypses is that conditions would 
get worse and worse until the limit of depravity is 
reached. Then the Lord of creation will send his re- 
presentative to destroy or bind the forces of evil and 
render justice to the faithful. The world is given to 
the Messiah and his people for their eternal inheritance. 
Jewish apocalypses differ in their details but the under- 
lying ideas are very ae of the same order.+ We find 
that Paul is not only familiar with the apocalyptic 
cosmology, but that he thoroughly sympathizes with its 
interpretation of Genesis i.26-28. He uses the ideas, 
aspirations, angelology, demonology, and terminology of 
the apocalypse whenever he refers to the nature of the 
universe. These ideas constitute the groundwork of his 
thinking in regard to the nature of the world. Says 
Bacon, "Paul quotes the apocalypses, believes in then, 
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See C. C. McCown, The Promise of His Coming. 
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conceives of the universe and history under their cate- 
gories of angels and demons. Nay, he had apocalyptic 
visions himself, in which he believed he had been trans- 
ported into the third heaven and initiated into secrets 
hid from angels. "* 

hase are but a few of the influences which played 
upon the mind of Paul. We shall see how they gave him 
imagery and phraseology with which to clothe the great 
truths which were revealed to him. We shall also see 
that they stimulated him to interpret his own religious 
experience in terms that have persisted through almost 


two thousand years. 
Section B. The Sources. 


In approaching the study of Paul's conception of 
Christ we must state the sources for our information 
concerning his beliefs. The sources are two. The 
primary one lies in his own writings preserved for us 
in the New Testament. The other source lies in those 
sections in the Acts of the Apostles which describe the 
journeys of Paul and what he said and did therein. 

These two groups of materials constitute the final sources 
to which we can go. Such a statement, however, does not 

at once give us the definite information we seek, for 

the question immediately arises as to which of the letters 
a 

Op? cit.) p."S23. 
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and epistles ascribed to Paul in the New Testament can 
be reasonably supposed to be written by the great Apostle. 
it is not within the scope of this paper to enter into a 
discussion of the authenticity of Paul's writings. We 
shall merely state briefly the opinion of scholarship 
to-day, make our choice where there is still difference 
of opinion, and proceed, on the basis of the material 
chosen, to the consideration of the main problems of 
this paper. 

Criticism, which three-quarters of a century ago 
regarded as authentic only the Corinthian, Roman, and 
Galatian epistles, has been gradually shifting so that 
in our day Colossians, Philippians, 1 Thessalonians, 
and Philemon are accepted, by all except the extreme left 
wing of New Testament critics, as genuine. 

Regarding the genuineness of the other epistles 
there is still some disagreement. Thus Wrede claims 
that the general tone of 2 Thessalonians is much older 
and more official than that of 1 Thessalonians and con- 
tains no trace of being addressed to the same group as 
1 Thessalonians. Harnack also notices these differences 
and suggests that the two letters were written to a 
Gentile and Jewish section of the same church. Jones“, 
however, believes that the difference between the two 


letters may be more simply explained by the complexities 


a 
See Jones, Maurice, The New Testament in the Twentieth 
Century, p. 265; and Moffatt, James, Introduction to 
New Testament Literature. aoe 
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Op. Cit., Pp. 264 f. 
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of the Apostle's problems which would be likely to show 
its effect on Paul in a difference in his moods and 
temperament, and, this in turn, would be reflected in 
his letters. Moffatt also holds to the Pauline author- 
ship of the epduties? We will accept the epistie as 
written by Paul. 

Argument against the authenticity of Ephesians is 
more serious than that brought against the authenticity 
of 2 Thessalonians. Its authenticity is questioned on 
four grounds. Moffatt claims that its literary affini- 
ties with Colossians, St. Luke, the Johannine literature, 
and 1 Peter and the pastoralis point to a later date than 
the time of St. Fenles Although the language of the 
epistle can not be said to be decisive against Pauline 
authorship, the difference in style between Ephesians 
and Colossians is perplexing, particularly if we accept 
the theory that both were written about the same time. 


5 and Moffatt4 are convinced that the difference 


Thus Sanday 
is sufficient to rule out Pauline authorship of Ephesians. 
A further argument for the later date of the epistle is 

the changed condition of the Church reflected in the letter. 


instead of the usual appeals for consideration of Gentiles 
ag 
Opvteit. , opps. 26cfs 
rs 
Op. cit. 
¢ 
Criticisms of the New Testament, p. 22 
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Op. cit., p. 388. 
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by Jews, he here reminds Gentiles of privileges of the 
Jews. In the fourth place it is argued that the con- 
ception of Christ and the increased importance of the 
Church reflected in the epistle bespeak a period when 
Christian thought and ecclesiastical conceptions had 
reached a later development, after the death of Paul. 
Jones's position on this question seems a reasonable one. 
Basing his argument on the work of Souter he holds that 
the original reading of Ephesians i.15 is such that it 
is quite unlikely it is a copy of Colossians i.4. He 
states that the position assigned to Christ in Ephesians 
is little superior to that in Colossians and that the 
ideas of the church are suggested in earlier epistles. 
The objection based upon the position of parties in the 
church to which the epistle is addressed demands from 
the Apostle a hard and fast line of thought and attitude 
which would allow of no deviation, an attitude totally 
foreign to the make-up of the Apostle. Jones agrees 
with Hort, Rutherford, and Harnack "that the epistle 
forms one of a triad with Colossians and Philemon written 
about the same time and dispatched to their destinations 
by means of Tychicas and Onesimus..."7 
There are left the epistile to Titus and the two to 
Timothy. Scholars are still inclined to consider these 


as post-Pauline, although 2 imothy is thought by some to 
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Op. cit., p. 276. 
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contain fragments of Pauline correspondence. But Moffatt 
sums up the position of most scholars in saying "The three 
epistles are not private or even open letters to Timothy 
or Titus but general treatises addressed to an age or a 
circle which was inclined to doubt the validity or to 
misconceive and misapply the principles of the Pauline 
gospel. "+ We shall therefore rule out of consideration 
the last three episties. 

We have left a considerable body of material from 
which to determine the nature of Paul's conception of 
Christ--material which extends over a period of about 
twenty years. 

The sections mentioned in Acts throw little light 
upon the specific problem we have under consideration, 
so we shall not enter into a critical discussion of their 


authenticity. 


a 
Moffatt, Introduction to the Literature of the New 
Testament, pp. 412-415. 
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Chapter I 
PAUL'S CONCEPTION OF THE HISTORIC JESUS 


Section A. Difficulties in Determining Paul's Con- 


ception of the Historic Jesus. 


We proceed now to a consideration of Paul's con- 
ception of Christ. How did the Great Apostle interpret 
the Jesus whom the disciples had been preaching; how 
did he interpret his great experience on the road to 
Damascus? What place did this personality hold in 
Paul's idea of God and the universe? 

. Inadequacy of Our Material on This Point. 
At the outset we must admit the inadequacy 
of the material which might enable us to speak with 
accuracy on this question. Paul has left us no written 
record setting forth his position on our present problem. 
The nearest approach to an ordered treatise is the epistle 
to the Romans. His other letters were not intended to 
expound doctrinal conceptions but rather to deal with 
specific ethical problems which arsoe in the various 
churches, or to answer definite questions put to him by 
members of these groups. 
2. The Changing Nature of His Own Views. 
Not only are we confronted with the difficulty 
of meager sources, but we have also the difficulty of 
trying to discover the nature of conceptions which were 


in state of flux and development; and of their nature 
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we may say that it is difficult of description and 
definition. 

3. The Difference in. Outlook between Paul and 
Modern Men. 

Finally we must remember that Paul lived in an 
age which differed in attitudes and thought forms from 
our own. Speaking of this difficulty to understand the 
apostle, T. R. Glover, in his Paul of Tarsus, says, "Paul 
baffles the reader with his wealth of suggestion, the 
temporal and permanent are so involved in his mind and 
in his speech..... While he accumulates height and depth 
and half spiritualizes them, while he insists on the 
mystery of Christ, we, trained in another age, and shar- 
ing its limitations as well as its emancipations, hesi- 
tate and are uncertain; we have not his experience, or we 
have it only in part, and, pupils of a scientific age, 
we mistrust ourselves, our experience and our vocabulary. 
He comes upon us with the splendid air of one who has 
found his freedom and can speak it in a language without 
drawbacks; and such language of such men inevitably 
makes our age uncomfortable in its uncertainty." 

The difficulties are not sufficient to totally dis- 
courage us, but they are facts which must be kept in 
mind as we proceed, for they make it almost impossible 


to define accurately. 
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Section B. The Historic Jesus as Distinct from the 
Eternal Christ. 

It is absolutely essential that we here mention a 
distinction which must be born in mind in order to keep 
our discussion clear. This is the distinction between 
the historic personage, Jesus, who lived in Galilee 
and gathered disciples around him, and the Eternal Christ 
whose spirit can be traced throughout the ages. In our 
study we must, for the sake of clearness, distinguish 
between the two terms. Our inquiry now turns to the 


question of Paul's conception of the historic Jesus. 


Section C. Paul's Idea of the Historic Jesus. 


We find little mention,in Paul's writings, of the 
life of Jesus fe Pad este. Says Peabody: "It would 
be impossible to reproduce from the epistles the story 
of Jesus of Nazareth. "+ Some scholars suggest that 
this can best be explained by the fact that Paul was 
chiefly interested in the risen Christ. He was, and 
knew the people to whom he was writing were, familiar 
with the stories of the life of the master. Says 
Johannes Weiss, "the fundamental presupposition of 
Paul's Gospel is that Christ accomplished his work of 
redemption in the flesh. "” The all-important thing 


in the mind of Paul was that the Jesus whom he had been 


. ee : 
The Apostle Paul and the Modern World, p. 163. 
2 


Das _ Urchistentum, p. 167, quoted in Kennedy, The Theology 


of the Epistles, p. 100. 


15 


5 solinem overt ow Jens Lsitnesas cletuiosds ak ‘at | 
qed od tobt0 ai bata ak giod od dau soidw noktontsa. 
nsewied notsonisala ent ef eid? .aseLfo soteausoelb 


gesftisd ni bevil odw avast ,sgsmosted oftodeid 


> tebasio farreta oct bus aid pasorts agigqtos ih petedisg ox ee 


ed fea g .aeas oft Juodguotdt beostt ed neo sitiqe seor 


deivgnisats ,assmiseslo to sias. oft tot .Javm seo atti 
3 


oad od snid wom yiivont tu aarted: ow? ond moowtsc 


30890 Sitoteia anit to noitqeornos. at Lust to nobsas Z 
oan gua olzoseih edd to sebt a* tuet 0 noitos 02 
dayne 


aa eas to agaitias e'Luet nt notssem oltsit batt ov nd 


-pluow oi* : yoodaed eyed ssattaolel pty avast to out 


i 


mais ent agitaige eit mott sovbotget of ofdteaogmt od 
sents saongus ateLosoa amet {e stoupssit zo avaat coy 


asW Ips sects Jost ont yd ‘pentelqxe ed tod 180 abst 
Ege few 6B steiudd meet:t oft af poseotesnt qftetds 


a 


mere . 
‘aatiime? .oiSy anid itw asw od ao.chw of elqood ent wor of 
Weer 8-5 

ieee -retesm eit to ottl eit to setzoda ont at, 


- 


to nokdhaoqgues7q Esdiemsbast odd” ,aatew ys nssiol 


a 
to auow aid Sedatiigmooos — add ak Leqeod at Lust 
Wear lit: : 


gnidt tasduoqat-ffs on? “ iaelt oat ak nottquebor ; 


4 
- tae 


seed bsd oi mone aveol ont sans esw fuss to bakin ‘ont ak 
axnitelt Z 


, ? en wie ae a . 
yaolosd? off .ybsnnst ak bodoup ,SOL .q ene idow 
‘ OOL -% 8s fiatg Cod Zo 0 


.23f .g ,bito¥ omtsboM eds Sas 


16 


persecuting was suddenly discovered by him to be in some 
way identified with what Paul held most sacred, with the 
spirit of God. This identification was made known to 
him at the time of his great vision near Damascus when 
he saw "the risen Lord". His interest seems chiefly 

to lie in this "risen Lord". He does not refer to 
Jesus ' miracles, His faith, His prayerfulness, His habits 
as a man among men. Jesus is set forth as living a 

life "more remarkable for its humiliation and feebleness 
than for its majesty or manifest divinity. He is born 


of a woman ana born under the law.? 


He springs from 
Israel, ana is according to the flesh, from the tribe of 
Judah and the seed of David.* He lives in the form of 
a servant? and is unknown to the princes of this world. 
He is poor, hated, persecuted, crucified.® He is be- 
trayed at night just after He had instituted the Supper. © 
He dies on the cross to which He had been fastened with 
nails, and is buried.’ There is no attempt to idealize 
these things, to veil their squalor or soften their 
harsher features; rather are they emphasized and magni- 


fied as if they added luster to the Person and were 


matters in which His admirers found their proudest 


cause for glorying. "® Such is the description given 
1 5 
Gal. iv.4. moans Wizi1.9: Gal. iv id: 
2 TeCOre au eeneo: 1Li.2 
Reamenes ix.5; 1.3. 6 
3 PO. Pie 
fart. Ai.7. 7 
4 dels CVcua o> Col, 44, 14, 


2 Cer. 11.8. 8 


Fairbairn, The Philosophy of the 
Christian Religion, pp. 443 fT. 
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by Paul of Jesus of Nazareth. Says MacIntosh, "....it 
may be taken as an assured fact that he (Paul) was ac- 
quainted with the evangelical tradition and indeed knew 
about Jesus what the ordinary Christian knew." it is 
possible he lived with Christians in Arabia. He spent 
two weeks, we are told, with Peter in Jerusalem; and there 
is nothing inconsistent with the idea of Paul learning 
much from Peter of Jesus' life, and the statement in 
Galatians i.12 in which Paul speaks of receiving his 
gospel by revelation from Jesus Christ and not from man. 
Paul could be told what Peter knew and still his ow 
message would come out of the experiences of his own 
soul and so would be indeed a revelation direct from 
God. 

Morgant explains the lack of any mention of the 
historic Jesus in Paul's letters to the fact that for 
Paul the chief interest is in the indwelling Christ. 
Paul thinks of Christ as redeemer and puts all the sig- 
nificance in His death and resurrection. It is the 
Cross rather than the personality of Jesus which is for 
him of greatest value. Furthermore it is not so much 
the Jesus who taught in the hills of Galilee, as the risen 
Lord who intercedes for Paul and dwells in him, who is 
his real savior. Finally it is not the words of Jesus 


1 
The Religion and Theology of Paul, pp. 37 ff. 
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which give Paul his doctrine but the revelations he has 
received from the risen Lora, Morgan feels that the 
passage in 2 Corinthians v.16 sums up Paul's attitude 
toward the Jesus of history. After saying that in 
Christ's death all died and that He died for all thet 
they should no longer live unto themselves he says: 
“Wherefore we henceforth know no man after the flesh: 
even though we have known Christ after the flesh, yet 
now we know Him so no more. Wherefore if any man is 
in Christ, he is a new creature: the old things are 
passed away; behold, they are become new." Says 
Kennedy "....-.in Paul's mind all else in Jesus’ earthly 
experience was overshadowed by his entrance into human- 
ity, His self-sacrificing death on the cross, and his 
resurrection to glory and triumph. Whatever emphasis 
he may have laid on the proof of Jesus' love and com- 
passion afforded by deeds of which he was inf ormed, 
nothing could be compared with knowledge that while we 
were yet sinners, Christ died for the ungodly. However 
often he may have alluded to the Divine power energising 
over death and the grave,....0 Paul's chief interest is 
with the historic and the eternal Christ, exalted yet 
immanent. Let us therefore turn to Paul's conception 
of this exalted Christ. Our next section will deal 
with Paul's idea of Christ, eternal, exalted, and his 


relation to God and to men. 


iJ 
The Theology of the Epistles, p. 104. 
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Chapter II 


PAUL'S CONCEPTION OF THE ETERNAL CHRIST 


The starting point for our consideration of Paul's 
conception of the eternal Christ must be his own reli- 
gious experience. Not alone what had happened to him 
on the road to Damascus constituted this; but also what 
he had seen take place in the lives of others -- a trans- 
formation of character, a renewing of mind, a making of 
new life. Paul had a real and splendid fact to account 
for. "Something of infinite moment had happened in the 
history of the race..... Paul had before him men and 
women whose lives Christ had transformed, working in 
them what could be described truthfully as a death to 
sin and a resurrection to righteousness and God, "2 In 
showing how Christ had performed this change in his own 
life and in the lives of others, Paul had to use the 
categories of his time, and these are different, as we 
have indicated above, from those we use to-day. Paul 
did not recognize the influence of the new revelation of 
divine truth, the new faith and hope and love embodied in 
Christ's teaching and life. He did not allow for the 
influence of the personality of Jesus on the lives of 
men throughout the ages. He had to account for the 
experiences of men in Christ in the categories of his 
time. The categories which he used may be grouped 


1 ; 
Morgan, The Religion and Theology of Paul, p. 104. 
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under four heads. In this chapter of our inquiry we 
shall discuss Paul's idea of Christ under these general 
categories. We can not say that Paul had any well- 
developed doctrines. He was not a rigid thinker. He 
did, however, pave the way for the development of doc- 


trines. 
Section A. The Incarnation. 


One of the least developed of his doctrines was 
that of the Incarnation. The best statement of his 
conception is found in the Kenosis passage in Phil. ii.5 ff. 
"Have this mind in you which was also in Christ Jesus: who, 
existing in the form of God, counted not the being on an 
equality with God a thing to be grasped, but emptied him- 
self, taking the form of a servant, being made in the 
likeness of men; and being found in fashion as a man, 
he humbled himself, becoming obedient even unto death, 
yea, the death of the cross. Wherefore also God highly 
exalted him, and gave unto him the name which is above 
every name; that in the name of Jesus every knee should 
bow, of things in heaven, and things on earth, and 
things under the earth, and that every tongue should 
confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God 
the Father." 

Two questions are raised in this passage as to the 


nature of this Incarnation. The first concerns the 
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meaning of the term "emptied himself". What was it 
that Christ surrendered, in becoming man? He is spoken 
of as being in the form of God. ke changed this for 
the form of servant. In modern kenotic theories Christ's 
self-emptying is interpreted as self-limitation with 
respect to such divine attributes as omnipotence and om- 
niscience, a solution being thereby found for certain 
familiar problems presentea in his earthly life. "But 
such an idea," says Morgan, "is as foreign to Paul as 
are the problems it is supposed to solve." Morgan con- 
cludes that Paul probably had nothing more in mind than 
that he was surrendering his glory, the glory of Deity, 
and supports this by referring to a passage from 2 Cor- 
inthians. He was rich and for our sakes became poor.” 
Concerning this point Kennedy observes that Paul leaves 
in obscurity that of which the pre-existent Christ emptied 
Himself, "He is content to view the incarnation, even 
when placed in its cosmic setting, as a wonderful dis- 
closure of the grace of Christ, that grace which lies 
behind the salvation He has accomplished for humanity. 
-- And thus once more an utterance which touches realms 
of speculation in which human thought grows dizzy is 
found to have its real basis in the conviction that 


self-sacrifice belongs to the very nature of Goa."° 


L 
Religion and Theology of Paul, p. 66. 
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The second question raised in this Philippian pas- 
sage is the form of servant which Christ assumed. This 


i God sent 


we find mentioned in a passage in komans. 
him “in the likeness of sinful flesh”. As Morgan 
points out this means much more than that Christ had a 
physical body. To Paul the flesh was a prison house of 
the soul. it stood for and was a part of the passing 
world and its institutions. "it was the element of 

sin and of death. ** When Christ took on the form of the 
flesh he became subject to the Law”, to the power of 
death, and he came into contact with sin. According to 
Paul's idea of redemption this was necessary. Tf.Christ 
were to defeat sin in the flesh of his body and if this 
were to be effective for the whole human race, his flesh 
must be one with that of the race. The appearance of 
Christ in the flesh was not the redeeming fact. Accord- 
ing to Morgan it is but the pathway to the cross. Says 
Gardner in agreement, “it is not the nature of Christ's 
appearing in the flesh, but the consequences of it that 
interest the apostle, “4 For Paul, the Incarnation was 

a part of the process by which Christ had revealed his 
great love to men. it was of less interest to him than 
the fact of the suffering and death of Christ. ae) 


Saul the claim of the Christians that one who hed been 
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put to death on the cross was the promised Messiah was 
a blasphemy which aroused all his indignation and drove 
him to persecution. When however the risen Christ 

was made known to Paul, this difficulty disappeared and 
Paul saw Christ as the son of God in glory. Then the 
very element which he had so bitterly hated became to 
him a profound mystery.? 

It must be born in mind, warns Gardner, that Paul's 
conception of history is very different from ours. "He 
does not regard historic events as links in a long chain 
of cause and effect, as phenomena not less objective 
than idm ces Eon of summer and winter, of eclipse and 
of comet. To him history is a mere reflection on earth 
of a heavenly drama, a display in time of the hidden 
meaning of things." The physical appearance of the 
things did not concern him so much as their spiritual 
Significance. "Thus the phases of his master's existence, 
though he naturally sets them forth as successive, are 
in his mind rather connected in essence than in time. 
They are phases of the eternal Christ, and the distinction 
which the modern mind sees between them -- that the 

earthly phase can be inquired into by historic methods 
| while the heavenly phases are rather matters of belief -- 
this distinction did not impress him." 
a 


See also Rawlinson, The New Testament Doctrine of 
Christ, p. 149. 


Religious Experience of Paul, p. 190. 
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For Paul, the life of Jesus in the flesh was but 
an interlude in his existence in Glory. He left his 
heavenly place by the Father that he might live with 
men. The chasm between the historic Jesus and the 
Eternal Christ did not exist. Paul did not think it a 
matter of concern to explain by highly spun metaphysical 
reasoning how a being could make such a transition. 

Nor did the idea require any great exercise of faith, 
in hin. "The Apostle is content to place the three 
phases of the existence of Jesus Christ, so to speak, 
side by side, without concerning himself as to the tran- 
sition from one to another. «2 For Paul, the important 
thing was not how the incarnation was possible. He 
lays no stress on a theological conception. He empha- 
sizes the importance of this conception in the lives of 
men and women and to the church, In the Incarnation 
God took one of the great steps to show his wonderful 
love to men. Other steps followed in the life, death, 
and resurrection of Jesus. It is to the meaning of 
these other manifestations of the great love of God 


that we now turn. 
Bection B. The Atonement. 


Another phase of the greatness of and mystery of 
the life of Jesus Christ and its relationship between 


1 
Gardner, op. cit., p. 190. 
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God and men lay in its power to bring men closer to God. 
It was through Christ that Paul came to know God, and 
the beauty and wonder of that revelation was a constant 
source of inspiration to the Apostle. The meaning of 
the revelation can not be bound by the phraseology of 


language nor conceptions of the mind. Yet the circun- 


stances in Paul's churches were such that it was necessar 
Af 


for him to write to them and try in some way to give 
them some insight into the reality which his soul had 
experienced. Only by reading these attempts of his to 
describe and explain the relation of Christ to God and 
men can we come to know something of the esteem he had 
for Christ. 

1. The Basis of the Ideas of the Early Church and 
of Paul are in Jewish Literature. 

The early Church struggled with the problem 
of these relationships and of the death of Jesus and 
soon solved the mystery with the help of the suffering 
servant passages in Isaiah. Says Kennedy: 

"It might be precarious to infer a definite doctrine 
of the death of Christ in the early Church from the frag- 
mentary data at our disposal. The evidence suggests 
| that it was interpreted now from one standpoint, now 
from another. But enough material has survived to 
reveal the germ of Paul's conception of Christ as the 
propitiation and sin bearer. Indeed, a careful examina- 


tion of Isaiah 1iii in the LXX discloses at various 
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points the essential background of Paul's doctrinal 
construction. The servant bears our sins. He shall 
have many for his inheritance and shall share the 

spoil of the strong, because his life was delivered eos 
unto death and he was reckoned among the transgressors 
and he bore the sins of many, and was delivered up be- 
cause of their transgressions. " 

Morgan also traces the historical genesis of this 
suffering servant idea in an elaborate fashion and holds 
that it is but Beech to suppose that Paul accepted 
these ideas. To hold that Jesus Christ had redeemed 
men from sin and made it possible for them to see God 
is one thing. It is quite another to have worked out 
an elaborate system of thought in which Jesus is offered 
as a substitute sacrifice for the sins of men to satisfy 
the demands of an ancient sacrificial system. In trying 
abe fair to the great Apostle modern scholars hold that 
Paul did look upon Christ as the redeemer of men and that 
the historic Jesus had in some way brought men closer to 
God. They deny, however, that Paul's letters in any. 
place teach the doctrine of substitutionary atonement. 

In fact they insist that Paul's thought is so fluid 
that it is unfair to try to take any selections as 


indicative of any definite cut-and-dried doctrine. 


if 
Kennedy, The Theology of the Epistles, p. 117. 
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2 Discussion of Passages Which Suggest Doctrine 
of Sacrifice. 

Let us now consider those passages which do 
show us Paul's idea of the atonement, or the relation- 
ship between God and man. There are passages in Romans 
and in 1 Corinthians in which the doctrine of propitiatory 
sacrifice and a substituted righteousness seems to be 
set forth. Thus in Romans iii.21-26 we have "But now 
we have a righteousness of God disclosed apart from 
law altogether; it is attested by the Law and the pro- 
phets, but it is a righteousness of God which comes by 
believing in Jesus Christ. And it is meant for all 
who have faith. No distinctions are drawn. All have 
sinned; all come short of the glory of God, but they 
are justified for nothing by his grace through the ransom 
provided in Christ Jesus whom God put forward as the means 
of propitiation by his blood, to be received by faith. 
This was to demonstrate the justice of God in view of 
the fact that sins previously committed during the time 
of God's forbearance had been passed over; it was to 
demonstrate his justice at the present epoch, showing 
that God is just himself and that he justifies man on 


the score of faith in Jesus." This passage asserts 


a 
Moffatt's translation. 
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the doctrine that the righteousness which is the image 
on earth of the divine righteousness can be attained by 
men only through faith in Christ, and that Christ has 
made it possible to men by the sacrifice of his life, 
It seems to be supported by the references, in the fourth 
and fifth chapters, to Jesus our Lord "who was delivered 
up for our trespasses and was raised for our justifica- 
tion." | “Christ died for the ungodly. "© In discussing 
these passages Ramsey says that they have "been inter- 
preted as an assertion that all men sinned in Adam and 
fell with Adam." We of to-day ask what this means and 
why we should be punished because of anything that Adam 
has done or be rewarded because of anything Jesus has 
done. This question, however, is wrongly put and the 
point of view implied in it is false. "Paul does not 
say that all men are punished because Adam Sinned, or 
because they were made guilty in Adam's guilt, but that 
all men in proportion as (or because) all have during 
their own life sinned, are punished through the death 
which began with Adam. The sin of Adam inflicted incal- 
culable injury on the human race, not by implicating all 
men in itself, but by involving them in its consequences. " 
For it is a fundamental law of nature which runs through 
human relations that the innocent suffer from sins in 
which they have no share. The nation as a whole may be 
L 

Romans iv.25 
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ruined by the folly or the crime of one man. This is 
a fact from which we must start our philosophy. "Paul 
saw in it the opening for the grace and kindness of God 
to show itself. if we suffer through the sin of the 
first Adam, it is in order that the second Adam may 
have scope for the infinite power and mercy by which He 
rescues all men, and justifies the Divine plan. «t 
Paul holds that Adam was the typical man, that is, 
a fair example of a man. if anything, he had an advan- 
tage over the average man, for he had no inherent taint 
in him. He failed, however, and if he failed then 
other men are bound to fail, because they are ates 
same stuff that ne is of and they are born and reared 
in surroundings already corrupted. The sinfulness of 
man, which means death to him because it takes him from 
the presence of Goa®, is born out by human experience. 
In the passage in Romans i.18 to iii.20 he shows that 
all have sinned and failed to attain righteousness, and 


summing up in v.12 he says "for that all sinned”. His 


purpose is not to argue that all are guilty of sin because 


of Adam's sin, but that as death came upon all men as 
was exemplified in the fall of Adam so to all men triumph 
over sin and death can come as it has come to Christ. 


Since the typical man failed, the only cure lies in 
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Note the opposite in Phil. i.21, "For me to live is Christ." 
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another representative man who triumphs over sin. "This 
second typical man is Jesus: He must be in the fullest 
sense man, otherwise His case will not prove anything 
for other men or help them in any way: He stripped 
Himself of His high dignity and became the representative 
man; and He proved what men wen attain to in virtue of 
the Divine nature which is in then. It is an essential 
part of Paul's teaching, that there is in man this Di- 
vine element, which can grow until it dominates his whole 
nature. What man needs is some force to start him out 
of the inertia of sin on the course of growth towards 

the Divine truth." Paul finds this force in Faith, 

in the belief that it can be done because Christ has 
shown it can be done. "The man who has once believed 

in that possibility has got the driving force which will 
impel him on in the course hard as it is; and this force 
is the fact that Jesus died for each individual man, 
separate and single.....Jesus becomes real to us..... 
only in so far as the belief in the power of His death 
enters into us and becomes a part of our living self 

with the force that a great idea and an intense enthu- 
Ssiasm exert on the nature and action of the man who 

feels them. "+ It is not strictly correct to say that 
the appearance of Jesus brought God nearer to men. It 


ps 
Ramsay, Op. cit., p. 152. 
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only brought the Divine more within the cognizance of 
human faculties and perceptive powers. | 

A similar point of view is expressed by Gardner. 
In speaking of Paul's use of Adam to help explain the 
place of Christ in God's plan of bringing men to him, 
he warns us that here again Paul's interpretation of 
history must be taken into account. The great Apostle 
adapted history to beliefs based on Christian experience. 
Paul accepted the rabbinic notion that in the disobe- 
dience of Adam all his descendants were with him con- 
demned to die. Now just as that is true, so all live 
because of the action, the death of Christ. Although 
he is using as illustrations names and incidents for 
which there is no historic foundation*, still to him 
there was sufficient foundation. The Wie lenteiee of 
Adam or the question of the truth of the belief that 
all men had somehow become guilty of sin through the sin 
of our first ancestor in no way affect the idea which 
Paul was developing. It is not upon the sin of Adam 
and the supposed consequent sin of all men that he is 
laying stress; it is for the redemptive power of Christ 
that he argues. "For as in Adam all die so also in 


3 
Christ shall all be made alive." Adam is a principle 


l 
The Religious Experience of St. Paul. 
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--Judged by our standards. 
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and by him was death brought into the world. Such was 
the current Jewish djoat=ine: Without questioning this, 
Paul goes on to say just as this is true "So, eternal 
life was brought into the world by the death of Christ 
on the Cross. "* 
The metaphor of sin being in all men as in Adam 

is but one of many which have been difficult to interpret. 
In a number of passages the blood of Christ is referred 
to, and these passages have led some to feel that Paul 
taught a doctrine of sacrifice. Thus Christ is referred 
to as Him "in whom we have our redemption through his 
blood, the forgiveness of our je thns ack caahear dame to 
the riches of his grace...."* In 1 Corinthians we have 
the sacrament referred to as "a communion of the blood 
of<Christ.* The bread which we break is "the body 

of Christ."> In Romans, "Much more then, being now 
justified by his blood, shall we be saved from the wrath 

of God through him, «4 As Ramsay points out, however, 
the guiding thought of the contexts in which these pas- 
sages occur is not that of sacrifice. "In Romans viii.3, 
the idea of sacrifice is introduced into the English 
version by interpolating the words ‘as an offering! which 
have nothing in the original Greek to correspond to or 
justify them: the context there shows that Paul's thought 
is moving entirely in the sphere of law, and not in the 
sphere of ritual."° 
Sips O18., 2: S 
5 Gardner, Op. cit., p. 192 ; Lene cs 16 
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In other passages, however, allusions to Hebrew 
ritual and sacrifice are more probable, Thus Romans i11.25 
has the reference to Jesus being "the propitiation...in 
his blood," and in 1 Corinthians "Our passover also hath 


been sacrificed, even Christ. i 


Even in these passages 
metaphor is certainly in the mind of the Apostle and not 
philosophic insight. Gardner goes on to point out in 
support of this view that Paul was not accurate in the 
use of his terms. "The passover was not a sacrifice 
of propitiation and the whole context of this passage 
shows that Paul introduces the phrase without much intention. 
What he is dwelling on is the eating of unleavened bread at 
the Passover and the need that Christians should put away 
the leaven of wickedness, and keep cha feast with the un- 
leavened bread of purity and truth. «* Gardner goes on 
to note that the whole passage is ethical in tone and that 
the allusions to the Passover are probably explained by 
the fact that while Paul wrote, the Passover was being 
celebrated. Paul, he maintains, used them only as 
illustration. 

Ramsay states that it is quite likely Paul looked 
upon Christ as the Paschal Lamb sacrificed for the 
people but he maintains that it was not primarily Paul's 


conception. Its roots lay deep in the thinking of the 
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first century world. "It originates probably from the 
fact that Jesus was on the cross at the time when the 
Paschal Lamb was Seine slain in preparation for the 
Passover feast, But it is characteristic rather of 
early Christian thought and symbolism in general than. 
of Paul in particular." "It was imposed on Paul from 
without and not originated by him, "+ 

The sacrificial form of expressing the place of 
Christ in his life was alien to Paul's way of thinking, 
for it involved the idea of a priest intervening between 
God and man. This was opposed to the view of the early 
Christians and of Paul, for they experienced a direct 
relation to God. There was no-mediator for them except 
God himself. ",....to us there is one God, the Father, 
of whom are all things, and we unto him: and nne Lord 
Jesus Christ, through whom are all things and we through 
him, "* Ramsay suggests that the contrast between the 
Pauline and the sacrificial idea is so strong that the 
tendency to speak about Christ as the priest and mediator 
must be regarded as in its origin a concession to Jewish 
feeling. . It is merely a device of instruction, an 
- illustration to show to the Jew the meaning of Christ in 
terms of the sacrificial system. 

Deissmann summarizes the meaning of the sacrificial 
passages by saying that even though we could add to the 
1 
4 Op, cit., 196-7. 
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number of clear references to sacrifice in the writings 

of Paul the "thought of sacrifice is but one of the many 
and various lines of light radiating from the Pauline 
contemplation of the cross, nor can those rays be brought 
together into a single geometric figure. ... We find 

in the first place simple historical allusions to the 
death of Jesus: it is an act committed in blindness by 
the rulers of this worlat, a shameful death”, a defeat 
through weakness.” But it is also a work of God; it is 
according to scripture‘, and cannot have happened in vain: 


© and came at the right time.” 


it is a proof of divine Love 
On the part of Christ it is a confirmation of his obe- 
dience towards God®, and of his love towards us9. it 
was a blow to sint° and a boon to sinners1 | even to in- 
dividuals. And the cycles of Pauline metaphor which 
illustrate salvation ‘in Christ' extend also to the con- 
templation of the cross. By his death on the accursed 
tree Christ has redeemed us from the curse of the Law. 


He has publicly nailed to the cross the bond of debt 


which he blotted out. The enmity between Jews and 


7 7 

. Cor, 41.8. Rom. v.6. 
2 

Pet .- 2236, Phil. 11.8; Rom. v.19. 
S g 

2 cer. xiii,4. Gal. 11.20; Bph. v.32. 
4 10 

Per. VY. 3. Rom. vi.10. 
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Boks Ateck, Hem. ¥.6; 1 Cor. xv.3: 
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Gentiles and between them both and God is done away by 
the cross; reconciliation and peace are established. 

"The idea of sacrifice has not even remotely the 
importance which is usually attached to it on the basis 
of a materialistic explanation of the passages where 
blood is mentioned and certain other statements. " For, 
continues Deissmann, "St. Paul did not attempt, and could 
not have attempted, to relegate this miracle (the miracle 
of the cross) of God to one poor doctrinal formula." We 
can not understand Paul's position at the foot of the 
cross if we begin by insisting that the Pauline doctrine 


of the death of Christ is the idea of Sacrifice. 


5. Metaphors of the Atonement. 

Much misunderstanding of the writings of Paul 
has resulted from a lack of the appreciation of the wealth 
of figures and metaphor in them. In trying to take 
literally passages which certainly were intended to be 
taken in a figurative way, the meanings of the great 
Apostle have often been lost. Modern critics have seen 
that this tendency has often held sway in the interpre- 
tation of passages which seem to support various doctrines 
.of the Atonement. Earlier interpreters of Paul isolated 
the so-called concepts of justification, redemption, re- 
conciliation, and forgiveness, and from these isolated 
.concepts proceeded to reconstruct the "system" of 'Paul- 


inism'. Sometimes 'Paulinism' appeared like a triangle 
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sometimes like a hexagon, but in each case it looked 

like a conventionalized geometric figure. "With our 
theory we also see straight lines but they do not unite 

to form figures. they run like rays in all directions, 
unlimited and immeasurable, from the one point of light 
constituted by the experience of Christ.» Tae message 

of Paul was given to simple people and it must therefore 
have been simple. The many statements made by the letter 
writer which follow "in unsystematic sequence do not re- 
present a diversity of many objects but a diversity in 

the psychological reflection of the one object of piety 

to which St. Paul bears testimony in figurative expressions 
with constantly new variations of kindred meanings, and 
often with the parallelism of prophetic emphasis." Deiss-~ 
mann then proceeds to discuss five of the figurative ways 
in which Paul puts Christ's relation to men and God. in 
the first place man stands before God as an accused person 
in the judgment scenes pictured in early Christian liter- 
ature. In Christ the accused becomes unaccused’, he is 


: but liberty. Acquittal-- 


awarded not condemnation 
that is the meaning of St. Paul's ‘justification':® and 


the acquittal experienced in Christ coincides with 


a “ 
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justification out of faith! or through faith® because 
faith is union with Christ. 

In another group of metaphors man stands before God 
as an enemy. These figures cluster around the idea of 
'reconciliation'. As an enemy man is separated and afar 
off from God”; through Christ we become reconciled again 


5 who 


with God.4 God is not changed; it is rather te 
Changes us in Christ from enemies to persons reconciled. 
Therefore we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus 
Christ® or the peace of God in Christ’ or, to sum up 
everything® "He is our peace." Deissmann states that 
it. is perfectly clear that the conception, often so highly 
dogmatized, of reconciliation in St. Paul coincides com- 
pletely in meaning with the undogmatic idea of tpeace'.” 
One group of metaphors Deissmann suggests must 
certainly have been popular in its appeal. That is the 
group in which man as a debtor stands before God and 
Christ by the Grace or Love of God presents us with the 


amount of the debt which is the result of our sinning. 7° 
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This figure is taken from the legal practice of paying 
debts current in Paul's time, and of which we find 
records in the papyrus rolls which have come to Light.* 

| Those passages which refer to redemption are diffi- 
cult for us to understand until we recall the prevalence 
of the institution of slavery in the ancient world and 
the practice of manumission which went on then. Knowing 


that many of his hearers and readers had been freed from 


slavery and that others were still slaves possibly looking 


toward manumission, Paul speaks of man standing before 
God as a slave. There are various powers to which he 
is ears | sin“, the Law®, idols*, men®, death (cor- 
ruption)®. In Christ the slave obtains freedom’. 
"Among the various legal forms by which in the time of 
St. Paul the manumission of a slave could take place we 
find the solemn rite of purchase of the slave by a deity. 
The owner comes with the slave to the temple, sells him 
there to the god, receives from the temple treasury the 
purchase money, which the slave has previously deposited 
there out of his savings. The slave thus becomes the 
property of the god, but as against all the world he is 


a free man." 


1 5 
Gel, 127,14. & €6r. Vaisza;. 
2 6 
Rom, Vi.6,17,19,20. Rom, viii.20 f. 
5 7 
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"From this point of view," continues Deissmann, 

"the words which twice occur in 1 Corinthians’, 'Ye were 
bought with a price,’ like the sentence in Galatians” 
about Christ redeeming them that were under the Law, 
become vividly intelligible, especially when we see that 
St. Paul uses formulae that recur regularly in inscrip- 
tions relating to manumissions. We remember that among 
the people to whom St. Paul wrote there were slaves who 
of course must have known all about that particular 
form of law. They had been freed through Christ (or 

in Christ® as in the temple of the god), they had hitherto 
been slaves of Christ*, the property of Christ, bondmen 


“e but otherwise free men’ who 


incorporate with Christ 
must not be made slaves again. 8n 9 
From the figure of the slave, Paul slips into that 


of the son. 2° 


He here employs the legal conception of 
adoption which was common in the Mediterranean world 
in the first century A. D. "So thou are no longer a 


bond servant (slave) but a son: and if a son, then an 


: 1 GO. Viacls Slides. : Ler. 14 oe . 
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: Gal. 11.4 i Gol, 11 4359.12.) Cer oii ae 
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heir through God. "> “How clear and comforting must 

these words and others like them....have rung in the heart 
of a man of antiquity who from the legal practice of the 
world he lived in was familiar with the testament in 
which the testator adopts some one as his son and makes 
him the heir!" 

We must bear in mind the fact that all of these 
concepts of justification, reconciliation, forgiveness, 
redemption, adoption are not separate and distinct but 
are different aspects of the one great truth. Paul 
adds one figure upon another and so mixes them up that 
were nny Supposed to have been taken literally they would 
leave us hopelessly muddled. 

Kennedy suggests that the supreme wonder of Paul's 
conversion crisis was that God took the initiative. 

That idea is involved in the conceptions of Justification, 
Reconciliation, and Adoption. Following J. Weiss, 

Kennedy points out the antithesis between the initiative 

of God in Paul's experience of salvation and the Pharisaic 
Judaism. In the latter the center of interest was in 

the doctrine of Retribution at God's great day of reckon- 
ing. Originally this doctrine was an advance upon older 
thinking. It was a reaction against the simple and super- 
ficial view current in Israel that righteousness of con- 
duct was rewarded by material prosperity while evil re- 
sulted in affliction and loss. As times of great calamity 


ni 
Gal. 2iv.7 


41 


; gaum satttotaos bas te9f9 wor” tn oD mae 


diser ends si anus ovad....modt gAtf at smn bas abtow 92 


eat to eottosatg fepet anit sott ostw estek ta to nen 3° 


nk ¢oemetaos sili aida tistiitmet asw nk bevil en eft 


’ 


geusein baw aos sin a8 S10 ania “adqobs sotstaed ent fetes 
“irtost ont ati 


eeedt to Lis teat Jost oft balm sk tesd veum oW 


',S@asmevigiot ,sottstlionose7 ortsoltitaut to efqoeonoe 


gud Sontderth ons sistsqes ton sts notigobs ,noltqmebs * 


Lsat .aiuws tsetg eno edt to atosqas daoteTILh ¢ 


_ tsacas qu went aoxiwt os bas ‘terndions mnogu omugit eno Bhi ~ 


-_ 


> 


- eivow Yous yilstedil assist assed even of hoaoqasva Pet “ 
bel buon wlawefequil au evesl 


<n 


ea ist to nv quoteue eds yeds evaege ybsnnsa 


| evidelsiat ‘ont ‘ood 50d Sect ‘aaw atero no tai 109 


~MoOttsottitarnt To anottyeoseo edt at ‘boviovas at BebE ‘tn 


.satoe .t untwollot  .moisqobA bas ‘neal 


evissisint ont ngswted atesdtit¢ns edd tuo ad akog ebennse 


sisettant od bas soiteviss to sometteqxe a? Lust ni “bod to 


Ni asw daststni to tetmeo ads tetdel ot nt smatebut 


=folost to ysh tse%g a! 20D ja noksiuditroH To ‘entrd00b ond 


toblo soqs asnevbs Hs aaw oniitood aid? vilemtgix © Bak 


=tequa bns elgmte.ontd danisges sotsoset s sew .3T .gntainess 


-so9 to ageneveotdat+ deat Lostal at toeTiIwo wot tate 
«91 five sfidw eetsoqaotd tstistem yt Bebiawe7 ase fe 


_ 


Yiimeiso jasty to asmit ah .se0L bas soktoiltts at bet: 


42 


came on, the doctrine of God as Judge assumed undue 
proportions. Judgment became the supreme function of 
God. When the standard of judgment became an elaborate 
code of precepts, it was no wonder that those who faced 
the facts shuddered at the thought of the final verdict. 
This was retribution. Hor Paul, however, Reconciliation 
took the place of Retribution. From his own experience 
he can say that God took the initiative to save him. i 8 
am an ambassador on Christ's behalf, to be reconciled 
to God." Through his contact with the risen Christ, 
his whole conception of the Divine attitude to men has 
been revolutionized. God's sacrifice is the convincing 
demonstration of it. So Paul's Gospel, which is really 
the formulation of his own discovery of God in Christ, 
pleads with men to accept the gift which He offers in His 
son, to allow the Father to restore His erring children 
to His fellowship. The initial step in this wonderful 
redeeming process Paul calis ‘being justified’. Its 
most startling expression is found in the phrase: 'He 
that justifies the ungodly. " 2 

There is background for the idea of Justification 
in the Old Testament: Isaiah v.23, "Woe unto CHROMs 0ss3% 
' which justify the wicked for a bribe." Exodus xxiii.7 
has "I will not justify the wicked." As the thought 


of God as the Judge came to the front in Jewish thinking 
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the problem of anxious souls came to be "Shall I be 
acquitted or condemned in the great day of reckoning?" 
This question had been a serious one for Paul. He had 
given up hope of being able to live up to the law. sSud- 
denly he had realized that a new order of God was unveiled. 
fo quote him, "But now apart from the law a righteousness 
of God hath been manifested, being witnessed by the law 
and the prophets; even the righteousness of God through 
faith in Jesus Christ unto all them that believe; for 
there is no distinction for all have sinned and fallen 
short of the glory of God; being justified freely by 

his grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus. "> 
What before seemed impossible of attainment is now made 
possible through Jesus Christ. A relation of righteous- 
ness is now altogether possible with God. He has taken 
the initiative and has sought man. The method, the 
principle involved, is called justification. 

This justification, which Kennedy says can scarcely 
be distinguished from forgiveness, places men on a new 
footing in relation to God. Peace, joy, and love fill 
their souls. Fear and shrinking are banished. This 
new relationship Paul calls Adoption. It is also a 
conception which comes from the wonderful religious ex- 
perience of the great Apostle. It differs from the con- 


ception of birth from above in the Fourth Gospel in that 
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Paul's conception lays emphasis on admission into the 
family of God and the Gospel conception on the operation 
of the life of God. In both instances, however, the 
result is the relation of a son or child to the Father. 
Adoption, Justification, Reconciliation -- words. words? -- 
but they nold within them the secret of a life, a secret which 
that life strove to share with all others of his day. We 
are face to face again with the difficulty of finding words 
to express the meaning of Paul. One alone can not do it, 
it takes them all. 

This, then, is the secret of understanding Paul. 
Rich iS his own personal religious experience. Rich 
also was his knowledge of what God had done for countless 
Other Christians. He tried to express some of what was 
in his heart about God. He used the conceptions with 
which his followers were familiar. in the ideas of 
sacrifice which were so prevalent in the Mystery RKeligion 
countries, and which also had certain Jewish antecedents, 
were many terms which would express meanings Paul had in 
mind and which his followers would understand. Paul 
did not hesitate to use these metaphorically. vareful 
study reveals that it is impossible to take them literally. 
When we fully grasp the necessity of this approach to Paul 
the wonder and beauty of his conception of Christ begins 


to dawn upon us. 
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Section C. Paul's Mysticism. 


Our discussion of the relationship existing between 
Christ and the believer such as we dealt with in the 
preceding section on the Atonement leads readily to the 
study of Paul's Mysticism. Deissmann suggests that 
there are two opposite extremes of feeling in Paul about 
Christ, which, although they seem sO, are not contra- 
dictory. One is the conception of Christ as the exalted 
son of God, who shall come to judge the men of earth. 
This is the transcendent Christ. We will discuss 
that conception in the next section of this chapter. 

The other conception is of a mystical nature. Let us 
turn now to mysticism as we find it in Paul. 

James Campbell in his volume, Paul, the Mystic, 
distinguishes between two kinds of mysticism which are 
radically different in their spirit and in their aims. 
"The philosophic mystic covets knowledge, the religious 
mystic covets holiness; with the one, knowledge is an 
end, with the other it is a means to an end. With the 
philosophic mystic the main object of quest is the essence 
and ultimate reality of things; with the religious mys-~ 
tic the main object of quest is actual and immediate con- 
tact with God. He seeks to come face to face with God, 
meeting Him as spirit with spirit, with nothing standing 
between, "- 
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Paul was indeed a religious mystic. Had he not 
seen the Lord in glory on the road to Damascus? Was 
he not taken up into the third heaven and did he not 
hear there words it was unlawful for man to utter? 
These were the great mystical experiences which came to 
Paul. They were of a kind which do not come often to 
any mystic, even the greatest. There are other ex- 
periences of a mystical quality which are much more com- 
mon to the great mystics and are also experienced by 
almost all men to a greater or less degree. Paul's: 
writings give ample evidence that these experiences were 
common in his Experience. His was a consciousness of 
an abiding presence of Christ which went with him from 
day to day. Paul shares his life with Christ. Christians 
"are not in the flesh but in the Spirit," says Paul to the 
Romans.” "But ye are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, 
a BO be that the Spirit of God dwelleth in you. But if 
any man hath not the spirit of Christ, he is none of his, 
and if Christ is in you, the body is dead because of sin; 
but the spirit is life because of righteousness." In 
other words, when the spirit of Christ is in you, you are 
dead to sin and are living, really living, because you 
are righteous. When the spirit of Christ enters a man 
he is a "new creation in Christ."° Campbell speaks of 
this phase of the mystical union as transformation. 4 
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The life of the redeemed man is remade; "chaos gives place 
to cosmos; the character that was without form and void 
is transformed and transfigured into the likeness of the 
divine ideal." This transformation finds one form of 
expression in the changed actions of a man. The crea- 
tive spirit of God works within his own soul and leads 
to the imitation of God. "Be ye imitators of God as 
beloved children, "+ The mystical life forces the mystic 
to live a God-like, Christ-like life. 

What was the nature of this mystical experience of 
Paul -=- this mystical union? Campbell suggests that in 
Sd@itien to transformation it was Incorporation. So 
intimate and close is the union of Christ and the be- 
liever that it can be likened to the union of the body 
wita its members. "Now ye are the body of Christ and 


severally members thereof." 


Paul carried out the 
figure in Ephesians declaring that as a man cherishes 
his own flesh so Christ cherishes the Church, “because 
we are members of his body, "© Viewed from another angle 
we can say that the mystical union consists ina unifi- 
cation of the spirit of man with the spirit of Christ. 

"He that is joined unto the Lord is one spirit. "4 "Be- 
tween Christ and the soul of man there exists a ground 
of affinity, or this unification would not be possible. 
o nom. 8111.9. oe 

Eph. v.l. 4 Eph. v.3. 
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The soul was made for Christ, and finds its true life in 
union with Him. ..... That man is capable of coming into 
union with Christ is his glory. It is also the ground 
of his responsibility touching his salvation. He can 
not save himself but he can receive the spirit of Christ 
into his heart that he may be saved. So essential is 
this act of reception that Paul declares, ‘If any man 
hath not the spirit of Christ he is none of His, tu® 

The unification of the spirit of man with the spirit of 
Christ is that which makes man His. 

Again, Paul seems to identify the life of the believer 
with the life of Christ. "When one life is in another, 
they become in a sense identical."* ‘For me to live 
is Christ.* This "identification", as Campbell calls 
it, is most frequently mentioned in the expression "in 
Christ." He quotes Dr. Pfleiderer to the effect that 
‘the mystical element in Paulinism depends immediately 
and exclusively upon Paul's notion of faith." In the 
formula “in Christ" is found the center from which his 
mystic faith springs. That pregnant "formula" he 
(Pfleiderer) explains as implying that “the believer gives 
up his own life to Christ, and possesses the life of 
Christ in himself; he is in Christ, and Uhrist is in 


5 
him; he died with Christ, and Christ becomes his life." 


L 5 
Rom. viii.9. Quoted from Paulinism, 
2 vel. 1, =. IS9, in 
Campbell, Op. cit., pp. 75 and 74. Vampbell, Op. cit., 
3 pope 74-75. 
Ibia. 
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In discussing these passages containing the expression 
"in Christ" Deissmann points out that Paul mentions 
Christ and the Spirit in equivalent terms. The formula 
"in the spirit" which occurs only nineteen times in St. 
Paul is connected in nearly all these passages with the 
same specifically Pauline fundamental notions as the 
formula “in Christ."" Faith?, righteousness®, justi- 


4 5 6. rejoicing and joy’, free 


gift (by grace)°, love’, peace? sanctificationt? sealing’; 


15 bearing witness?? speaking? being giiled 


fication~*, being’, standing 


te: 
circumcision 
one bodys a temple of coat? -- all these things the 

Seti ttc sees and experiences and is in Christ and also 
in the Spirit, that means in fact Christ who is the Spirit. 
For to Paul the living Christ is the Spirit. The ex- 
pression to be "in Christ" or "in the Spirit" is thus 

seen to be one that is rich in meaning and this richness 
and variety opens up to us the depth of Paul's religious 
experience. 

Mystical union with Christ results in communion or 
fellowship. Fellowship with Christ is an experience 
common to all Christians. Christ is the friend to whom 
all Christians can go with all their troubles and joys. 

He is also their partner. Living the Christian life 
involves community of interests and aims, "They seek 


the things that He seeks, They are fellow-workers 


1 
PwC dita. 7; | Cor. xve45> 1 Cor. vi,17. 
2-18 
Notes 2-18 inclusive: The references may be found in 
Deissmann's Paul, A Sociological Study, section on 
“in Churist.* 
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with Him; laboring together in the same cause; pulling 
together under the same yoke; toiling side by side in 
building up the walls of the same temple. In the fu- 
ture of the kingdom they are mutually bound up. 

The culmination of the mystical life for Paul is 
the union with Christ. For Paul, life means Christ. 
"When Christ who is our life, shall be manifested..." 
The result of the mystical experience for Paul was 
righteousness, His life with Christ is a life that is 
death to evil. The gross material pleasures, the 
things which degrade, which destroy personality -- sin -- 
when we — with Christ and He is our life we are dead 
to these. The same ethical outcome to his mysticism is 
seen in this statement: "If we died with Christ, we 
believe that we shall also live with Him, knowing that 
Christ being raised from the dead dieth no more; death 
no more hath dominion over him, For the death that 
he died, he died unto sin once: but the life that he 
liveth, he liveth unto God. Even so reckon ye also 
yourselves to be dead unto Sin, but alive unto God 


in Christ Jesus. "° 


Thus does the mysticism of the 
great apostle ever issue in practical morality. liystic 
though he was, he does not allow his mysticism to spend 


zi 
Canpvel), Op. ¢it., p. 75 ff. 
CGi, Liie4. 

) 
Kom. vi.8. 
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itself in visions and eCstasies. He insisted that it 

should result in ethical living. He was not satisfied 
unless the life of Jesus was manifested in his own life 
and in the lives of those he was teaching. This ethic 
had also a rational basis. "We have the mind of christ." 


pe) 
We are ambitious to be acceptable to him.~ Every thing 


must be according to Christ.° 
Rich and varied were the mystical experiences and 
expressions of Paul. To be "in Christ" and to have 
His spirit in his heart, was to give Paul a new life -- 
to transform it. It meant an identity of purpose, an 
iicerveretiva of Paul's will into the will of Christ, 
a unity of his spirit with that of Christ. Another as- 
pect of this unity was a communion and fellowship. 
Like a friend, Paul shares the thoughts of Christ,” and 
the love of Christ from whom he can not be separated. . 
He suffers with Christ in the sinfulness of the world; 
and because of his relations with Christ men persecute 
hin. The fellowship with Christ brings comfort to the 
suffering Paul. 
Such in brief summary is the doctrine of the mysti- 
Cal union of Christ. Campbell points out that it is 
on the borderline between truth and error. The truth 
is the experience of fellowship; the error is the danger 
| 3 
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of deification, that the man in the union becomes part 
of God.+ Paul realizes that the truth can be explained 
only in part and that it transcends experience. 

The mysticism of Paul not only contains this doctrine 
of the mystical union but in its expression has given to 
Christian mysticism an abundant store of technical phrases 
expressing, often in popular, figurative language, the 
spiritual fellowship between Christ and His own. 

The third characteristic of Paul's mysticism is 
its ethical character. Deissmann suggests that it was 
the spiritual nature of Paul's teachings, which shines 
so clearly in his mystical passages, that made Paul so 
influential in the world's history. The spiritual 
Christ could move from east to west and bid defiance to 
the changing centuries. He could spread his oewe Rt 
over every generation. Let us turn therefore to a con- 


sideration of this spiritual Christ. 
Section D. The Exalted Christ. 


We come now to note that feeling in Paul about 
Christ which seems to contradict the mystical aspects 
of his religious experience. Christ was not only in 
Peau! ‘a life.-- not only in him did Paul live and move 
and have his being -- Christ was also above, in the 


heavens. He was exalted, We of to-day would express 
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the idea in general terms by speaking of the trans- 
cendent Christ. 
1. Apocalyptic Elements. 

It is necessary first to notice that Paul's 
conception of the exalted Christ is colored more or less 
with apocalyptic imagery. It is to be expected that 
Paul, a Jew of the time of the Roman Empire, would share 
the national hopes and aspirations for delivery from the 
congueror's yoke. As pointed out above we would also 
expect Paul's writings to reflect the current conceptions 
of the nature of the universe. These conceptions are 
the eobena work of Paul's ideas and thinking in regard 
to the universe. We see them to be most prominent in 
his earliest writings. The epistles to the Thessalonians 
contain much of the typical apocalyptic imagery. "For 
the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, 
with the voice of the archangel and with the trump of 
God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first: then we 
that are alive that are left shall together with them 
be caught up in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air; 
and so shall we be ever with the ee "For the 
mystery of Lawlessness doth already work: only there is 
one that restraineth now until he be taken out of the way. 
And then shall be revealed the Lawless one whom the Lora 
Jesus shall slay with the breath of his mouth, and bring 
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1 Thes. iv.16-17. 
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to naught by the manifestation of his coming; even he 
whose coming is according to the work of Satan with all 
power and signs and lying wonders, and with all deceit 
of unrighteousness for them that perish: because they 
received not the love of the truth that they might be 
casa; 

In these two sections (which, however, as indicated 
above, have not as great significance as if they were 
in one of the more certainly authentic epistles) we 
have the typical apocalyptic Son of Man descending on 
the clouds of heaven and gathering unto himself all of 
the nae cowed to share in an eternal existence. In the 
second section we have an explanation of why great wicked- 
ness is allowed to go abroad in the world, The Law- 
less One is restrained in his lawless actions and will 
in the future be permitted to exercise even greater pow- 
ers of evil. This however is granted to him by God and 
is only for a season. The place which these sections 
hold in the respective letters is inferior. They are 
brought in incidentally or to answer questions raised by 
those to whom Paul is writing. Each section is followed 
by sections which stress putting the love of Christ and 
his spirit into their lives. "So then brethern stand 
fast, and hold the traditions which ye were taught." 
Even in these epistles, therefore, the apocalyptic ele- 
ment is subordinated. 


1 a 
2 Thes. ii. 7-10, A Thes. ce Oe 9 
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In 1 Corinthians xv.20 ff there is much less of the 
apocalyptic imagery. The Thessalonian picture is not 
repeated. Here we have assurance of the final triumph 
of righteousness. There is less definiteness about the 
form of the triumph. "Flesh and blood can not inherit 
the Kingdom of God nor corruption incorruption. The 
emphasis of the apostle seems to be shifting. In this 
chapter he lays the basis for his spiritual conception 
of the everlasting life. When we turn to the Epistle 
to the Romans, the exalted Christ has almost completely 
lost the material trappings of apocalypticism, and has 
become a spiritual presence with whom is possible a 
mystic union. "But if we died with Christ, we believe 
that we shall also live with Him."1 ",....ne that raised 
up Jesus Christ from the dead shall give life also to your 
mortal bodies through his spirit that dwelleth in ebneme 
"Who can separate us from the love of Christ?" We 
find this spiritual development even more pronounced in 
Colossians and Ephesians. In “him (Christ) ye are made 
full, who is the head of all principality and ewer ae 
"If then ye were raised together with Christ, seek the. 

_ things that are above, where Christ is, seated on the 
right hand of God.....For ye died and your life is hid 


5 


with Christ in God." Christ is raised from the dead 


and made to sit at the right hand of God in the heavenly 
places, far above all rule and authority and power and 


7 5 — 5 creer 
Rom. vi.8. mom, Viii.35.. Gol. 7751-3 
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dominion, and every name that is named not only in this 
world but also in that which is to come; and he put 

all things in subjection under his feet, and gave him 
to be head over all things to the church, which is his 
body, the fullness of him that filleth all in ali.vl 
ihe Apostle culminates this conception of Christ by 
Summing up all things, in the heavens and the things 
upon the earth, as being in Christ. The development 
of Paul's apocalyptic ideas is summarized by Glover, who 
(referring to the Thessalonian passages quoted above) 
states that Paul's early preaching did contain a refer- 
ence to the return of Jesus and apparently an early 
return. These ideas are typical, he insists, of the 
mind of Paul's contemporaries. "it is significant that 
Paul does not repeat this in his later letters. The 
whole tone of his mind more and more impresses an atten- 
tive reader with the feeling that the Thessalonian 
passages are somehow not the real Paul -- certainly not 
the ultimate Paul..... Paul does not give up the return 
of Christ but he seems with time to have felt it to be 
of less immediate interest; and he discards Old Testament 


picture language. "° 


After mentioning the growing ten- 
dency to a spiritual conception, Glover continues; "50, 
putting on one side the outward lineaments of a figure 
on the clouds, surrounded by others is strange and un- 


expected form, we have in Paul's writing and Paul's con- 


L 5 
Eph. 1.21-23. Glover, 


Leite Saul of Tarsus, p.254. 
“ Bph. i.1o. 
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vietion a new and more glorious Apocalyptic founded upon 
fact -- founded on the renewal of Paul's own nature, on 
his peace with God, on God's visible and demonstrated 
Call of the Gentiles, on the passing of old problems in 
a great light, on the moral change from darkness to 
light, from death to life of men all over the world, 
on the infectious gladness of the redeemed, and on fresh 
evidence every day of Christ's power to save. And what 
would be the end of it? Could there be any end but 
one -- the capture of the whole world for Jesus Christ 
and toreiarihean lifeout . 
Although Paul's idea of Christ had apocalyptic 
elements, as the years of ministry sped by and the 
Great Apostle saw more Clearly what his Master meant to 
the world and to himself, so Christ became increasingly 
spiritual to him. The glowing comprehensive pictures 
of the letters to the Colossians and Ephesians, the pro- 
phecy of the final conquest of death (great in concen- 
trating on the main conception), the eighth Chapter of 
Romans, all this is based on experience of the love and 
power of God. The love of Christ constrains us to believe 
that he must reign; that the Son of God who loved each man 
= gave himself for him will pursue his work of recon- 


Ciliation until he is indeed all and in all. 


i} 
Glover, £.2R.94Paul of tareus, Dp. 242. 
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2. God, Christ, anda the Spirit. 

After giving the apocalyptic phases of Paul's 
conception of the Exalted Christ their proper value we 
are able to better understand the exalted position which 
Christ occupies in the eyes of Paul. Our first im- 
pression is that Christ is an exalted being on an equal 
footing with God. He is spoken of as the "power of God" 
and "the wisdom of Goa. "+ In at least four salutations, 
Paul calls for the blessings of peace from "God our Father 
and the Lord Jesus Christ" to fall upon the readers of 
the epistles.” This wording seems to indicate that he 
conceived a close relationship, if not an equality or an 
identity, of Christ and God. On this point Peabody 
observes that the Pauline conception of Christ and God 
approaches almost to a unity. In 1 Corinthians viii.6 
Paul says, "Yet to us there is one God, the Father, of | 
whom are all things and we unto him; and one Lord Jesus 
Christ, through whom are all things and we through him." 
Even more pronounced is the unity expressed in Col- 
ossians ii1.9:; "For in him (Christ) dwelleth all the ful- 
ness of the Godhead bodily." | In Romans, Paul seems to 
identify the love of God with the love of Christ. In 
chapter viii, verse 35, we have: "Who shall separate 
us from the love of Christ? shall tribulation, or anguish, 
i 

1 Cor. 1.235-24. 


2 
Pe oness 4.51; 2 Cor. 1,2; Paoikemon’3:-Col. i.3. 
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or persecution or famine or nakedness or peril or sword?" 
Further on in this chapter the Same thought is expressed: 
"For I am persuaded that neither height nor depth nor 

any other creature shall be able to separate us from 

the love of God which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.*® 
Although he comes close to doing so, the Apostle does 

not hold to the deity of Christ, This is implied in 

the last quotation and made clear in Philippians ii.1l, 
"and that every tongue should confess that Jesus Uhrist 
is Lord to the glory of God the Father." 

AS we look further we see that there are a great 
“many passages which indicate that Paul thought of Christ 
as distinct from God. Thus in Romans Christ is mentioned 
as a mediator, or approach to God. "I thank my God 
through Jesus Christ for you all.* "We have peace 
with God through our Lord Jesus Christ. "© "Grace can 
reign in our lives through Jesus Christ our Lord. i® 
"We rejoice in God through Jesus Christ our Lord. "4 "We 
give thanks to God through Christ;"° and glory is given 


to God through Christ.® 


Christ is a mediator between 
God and man because he was the way through which Paul 
came to know God and His love, God is the transcendent 


source; Christ is the intermediary agent. Accompanying 


- 4 
Rem; .1.8% Rom. v.1l. 
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Homervel. Rome vii7-25. 
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this thought of the Transcendent Source and the interme- 
diary agent there was also in the mind of Paul the 
consciousness of a life-giving Spirit, the spirit of God 
and of Christ. We have noted above that Paul mentions 
the spirit of God, the spirit of Christ, and simply the 
Spirit in equivalent terms. The consciousness of this 
spirit, of a spiritual presence, in our lives is a mysti- 
cal experience, but it is none the less real. As to 
just what Paul meant by the term "spirit" Deissmann 
ventures a suggestion. He states that the Greek word 
which is translated Spirit, pneuma, always stands in 
contrast to Sarx; ‘the flesh'. Therefore the Spirit 

is not something fleshly, earthly, or material. It 

has a body, but it is a spiritual body, which has a di- 
vine effulgence about it. Paul probably thought of some 
light ethereal form of existence such as he doubtless 
attributed to God. he does not make any binding de- 
finitions. For him the Spirit of God, God, the living 
and redeeming Christ eave reality, the Reality of realities. 
It was all one great Personality yet it could not be 
bound by definitions. In Paul, then, we find that we have 
three main manifestations of the Great Reality. There 
is God, the Father, the Transcendent Source. There is 
the manifestation of the love of God as mediator, the Son, 
Christ. There is the outgoing, sustaining, spirit of 
God, or of Christ, which is in the hearts of Christians 


leading them to nobler heights of aspiration and more 
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Godlike living. This threefold concept of God was 
apparently not in the mind of Paul as an organized thought. 
He was not logical enough for that. He was not enough 
interested in abstract thinking to realize that such was 
the import of his thinking. There is no such statement 
of his beliefs in his Epistles. There are in then, 
however, in different places, these ideas which we have 
quoted. It was only later writers,who were more in- 
terested in making a theology than in spreading the "Good 
News", who worked out the trinitarian conception of God. 
The elements are all in Paul, but he never grouped them 
together. in Paul there is not the insistence of a 
distinction between God and Christ that we fina in the 
Creeds of Eusebeius and of Nicea, where great pains are 
taken to show that Christ was distinct and separate from 
God and yet of the same substance. It was sufficient 
for Paul that God provided a means whereby man, who found 
it impossible to live wp to the noblest aspirations in 
his soul, could by laying hold of that means, still find 
it possible to approach a God-like life and experience 
the Great Reality. That the historical Jesus whom 

Paul identified with the eternal Christ was in some way 
that means, Paul was certain. Paul did not, nor did he 
care to, determine where God became distinct from Jesus -- 
where the work of one ended and that of the other began. 


In fact there was no such point, for God is All and in 
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eos The Reality might be approached in this way, that 
it was all the Spirit of God, working some times in the 
flesh of the man Jesus, some times in the semi-spiritual 
body of Christ, sometimes in the exalted Christ seated 
at the right hand of God, sometimes in God himself. 
The Reality for Paul could not be confined to definite 
conceptions, but it was this Reality of which he wrote, 
and which he hoped others would somehow be able to 
sense. “The sense of intimacy with the living God, 
from which he (Paul) derives his confidence and courage, 
has been attained not through a process of reasoning, 
such as might satisfy a modern theologian, nor yet through 
direct communion with God, such as the modern mystic 
claims, but by the transforming fact of a single spiri- 
tual experience which has opened his eyes to see the 
design of God for man. All that Paul knows of the 
Eternal purpose he has come to know through "faith in 
Christ" and "the power of his resurrection". Paul's 
Theology is essentially a Christology, "+ 

Lest these differing statements of the exalted 
Christ confuse us, we must recall what has been mentioned 
above, that Paul's thought is not rigid. It is ina 
state of flux. Furthermore he is speaking of Christ 
from ever-changing standpoints. Paul did not try to 


make a consistent theology, hence the seeming contra- 


a 
Peabody, The Apostle Paul and the Modern World, pp. 158-59, 
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dictions in his writings, but he hit upon the great 
truths which were later worked out by the theologians 
into what seemed to be logical organizations of belief. 
It was sufficient for Paul that Jesus Christ brought him 
to the Eternal God, the Father of mankind. Christ was 
exalted in the thought of Paul far above all other 
creatures, But it was all in order that God's love and 
wonder might be made known to men. Did not Jesus, "who 
existed in the form of God" count "not being on an equal- 
ity with God a thing to be grasped, but emptied himself 
taking the form of a servant being made in the likeness 
of man...."? Was he not obedient to death and highly 
exalted by God that in the name of Jesus every knee should 
bow of things on earth and things under the earth, and 
that every tongue should confess Jesus Christ as Lord 
to the Glory of God the Father? 

This, then, was the view of the exalted Christ which 
Paul held. A being, exalted in the heavens, dwelling 
in the light of God. He was like God in glory, yet 
his glory was only to magnify the love and glory of the 
Father. Paul worships God alone, He does not ad- 
vocate prayer to Christ. Christ does not appear as a 
figure interposed between God and man but as a way of 
approach to God, Paul does not draw any distinction 
between the love of God for men and the self-devoting 
love of Christ for men. Christ had acted as a Demiurge 


in the creation of the world, he had voluntarily taken 
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human form for the redemption of men, dying on the cross, 
returning to heavenly glory, greater than before. In 
heaven he awaits the time for a second coming to the 
earth. We must remember that which Gardner so many 
times points out, that Paul does not regard occurrences 
of importance in their historical setting. He is not 
So much interested in the facts but in their transcended 
significance. Paul had perceived the great fact that 
the exalted and risen Christ was of an eternal signifi- 
cance. The resurrection was a spiritual fact, the de- 
tails of which mattered little to Paul. The exalted 
Christ was above all. His exaltation is an inspiration 
to all men. 

When, in addition to placing the apocalyptic passages 
in their true significance, we see the various terms with 
which Christ is exalted and see them all as different 
ways of, in the end, exalting God in the eyes of Paul's 
readers, we then begin to grasp the power and beauty of 


the thought of Paul. 
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Chapter III 


PAUL IN THE LIGHT OF HUMAN HISTORY 
AND OF PRESENT-DAY KNOWLEDGE 


Section A. Things in Paul Which Do Not Endure. 


—— eee ee eee 


The things which do not endure in Paul are chiefly 
those which are closely connected with the ideas and 
institutions of his time, things which also have not 
lasted through the centuries. For them and their use 
Paul can not be held wholly responsible. One group of 
ideas which Paul held was bound up with and based upon 
the current conceptions “ the nature of the universe. 
His view of the eternal struggle between good and evil 
was a divergence from the truth that man must struggle 
to live a righteous life. We must also include here 
some of the Rabbinic doctrines such as the "fall" of man. 

In addition to the Rabbinic doctrines Paul used 
the Rabbinic method of interpreting scripture. Allegory 
was Paul's favorite method of interpreting the Old Testa- 
ment, and it led him into strange twists or argument at 
times. Like all use of allegory it is dangerous and 
‘can not be pushed too far. 

His use of Allegory was in entire harmony with Paul's 
conception of history. Adam is not an historic person 
but the representative of the human race, as natural 


and fleshly. Jesus is not so important for that which 
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he said as that he represents the spiritual nature of man. 
Abraham is not only the ancestor of the Jews, but the 
father of all men who have faith in God. Another ex- 
ample of this use of historical fact is the idea of the 
three-fold life of Christ. There was the period of the 
pre-existent Christ in heaven, the human period, and the 
resumed period in heaven, from which he will return to 
earth. The pre-existence in heaven is inconsistent 
with the humanity of Jesus. The notion of the ascent 
into heaven and the return on the clouds has been over- 
turned by the newer astronomical ideas. 

Current apocalyptic ideas such as those of which we 
have just been writing were certainly temporary in their 
import. We have seen that Paul gradually outgrew the 
more material phases of the current apocalypticism. | 

His use of the phraseology of the mystery religions 
is conceded to indicate not an acceptance of their doc- 
trines but an adroit use of their imagery to clothe spir- 
itual truths. to put it in another way, he filled the 
mystery religion phraseology with spiritual meanings, 
This brings us to our next section, the enduring features 


in Paul's writings. 


Section B. Things in Paul Which Do Endure, 
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One of the most enduring values of Paul is his 


uniting the historic Jesus with the Great Eternal 
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principle of the universe, It is true that in the 
writings of the Apostle we do not find a Logos doctrine, 
Paul's Eternal Christ has, however, some of the same 
elements, He was pre-existent, He was working in the 
world with men bringing about righteousness. Paul 
seemed to have the ability to sense the great truths and 
the general direction which the best thinking of later 
years was to take. It was so in the case of the Eternal 
Christ. Not many years later the writer of the Fourth 
Gospel made this step and Christ was thought of as the 
Logos. 

The identification of this actual Jesus with the 
eternal principle was of great Significance because it 
made of Christianity a world religion for all time. 
Without this step it would have remained a Jewish sect. 
Machen, in The Origin of Paul's Religion, calls attention 
to the fact that by His identification with an actual 
person who had lived but a few years before, the Spirit 
“was given a personal quality which otherwise it did not 
possess"...... "'This remarkable mingling of abstraction 
and personality', says Bousset, 'this connection of a 
religious principle with a person who had walked here 
on earth and had here suffered death, is a phenomenon 
of peculiar power and originality,» 

Of eternal significance also is the interpretation 


of the death of Jesus as showing to the world the great 
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love of God. It was the cross which was the stumbling- 
block of the persecuting Jew. it was the cross which 
taught the Apostle something of the depths of the immor- 
tal love which he knew flowed forever free. Central 

in Paul's message was this insistence that God's love, 
as shown in the death of Jesus, his son, had in some 
way released him from bonds and fetters which he, Paul, 
had put upon himself by his own folly and sin. God 
had given Paul emancipation from blunders, lapses, mis- 
guided ambitions, destructive passions, soiled memories, 
stained self-respect, through giving to Paul a new loy- 
alty. ‘This release from restraint, this freedom under 
God, has been one of the great messages of Christianity. 
For Paul it was freedom from the law, for us it may be a 
release from modern prescribed propriety or a disincli- 
nation to make ventures in the life of love. However 
we may phrase it, the experience is universal. The 
Cross of vesus does in some way release men from the 
hold which wrong-doing has upon them. "The law of the 
spirit of life has set me free from the law of sin and 
death." The wealth of the imagery of Paul in giving to 
us this great message is also an enduring value in the 
Apostle's writings. 


Another of Paul's contributions to the Christian 


thought of the centiries is his insistence on the continual 


presence of Christ with the believer. His doctrine of 
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"In Christ", and his mysticism are expressions in varied 
language of the Immanence of God. On the other hand 
his insistence on the exalted nature of Christ, second 
only to the Father, assures us of the sanity of Paul's 
thinking. Modern theology insists on the Immanence 

and the Transcendence of God. These two elements 

we find in Paul, all the way through his letters. 

in his insistence on the Greatness of God, the 
redeeming work of God through Christ, and the continual 
presence of the Spirit of God, or of Christ, we find the 
elements of the Trinity. 

In addition to all these enduring elements in Paul's 
writings there is another seueet stn Paul which has en- 
dured. This is his outlook and attitude toward life. 
Paul is a Pragmatist in his application of principles 
and ideas to situations as they arose. For. this 
reason he seems to preach to each age just what it needs 
most. He is so many-sided in his thought, so gifted 
in perceiving the application of Christian principles 
to definite situations! 

The great enduring value in Paul's teaching is, 
however, his secret, -- salvation by faith in the love 
of God. This was the inspiration of his life. To 
him it was a reality which had been lived in his own 


experience, and was lived in the experience of many 
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others. It so thrilled and inspired him that he was 
driven out into the Gentile world, even to Rome, to 


give men his message. 
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CONCLUSION 


Our inquiry has shown us that after we have given 
due consideration to the temporary elements in Paul we see 
that he penetrated far into the great eternal truths of our 
religion. Although he had no organized theology still 
his ideas of God, Christ, and man's relation to them were 
in essence sound. Paul paved the way for the theologians, 
but he did not make the errors of literalism which many 
of them have made. Paul has little interest in the his- 
torical Jesus. The Christ of Paul is the Eternal Christ 
in the heavens. He existed before the worlds began. He 
was incarnated in Jesus of Nazareth; He will come on the 
clouds of heaven to judge the sons of men and to rule in 
righteousness. (This last element probably was modified 
to a more spiritual conception, ) Through the death of 
Christ, God shows his great love for mean. The Spirit 
of Christ is such that it can enter the Soul of each man 
and go with him into all the experiences of life, This 
mystical experience however results in moral action, 
Such, in brief, is Paul's conception of Christ. It has 
elements which have stood the test of centuries. Although 
words will change their meanings, the experiences will al- 
ways remain the same in nature. Men will always be 
brought to higher and nobler levels of living by a know- 
ledge and a faith in the power of the love of the eternal 
Father which was shown to them in the willing death of 


Jesus, the Christ. 
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